Council 50 Declaration
Towards a Church inspired by the Gospel
for a world of peace, justice and solidarity
A pact of disciples of Jesus

The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches. Matthew 13, 31‐32

We, disciples of Jesus, faithful Catholic members of the people of God, assembled in Rome on the occasion
of the 50th anniversary of the close of the Second Vatican Council,
aware of the many challenges posed by our changing world,
being sensitive to the 'signs of the times',
considering the present situation of our Church and its difficulties in meeting these challenges,
conscious that any behaviour of Christians and of our Church contrary to the evangelical message diverts
the world from the Spirit of Jesus and prevents it from recognizing the strength of the Gospel,
recognizing our own weaknesses and deficiencies, but confident in the strength which faith in Jesus gives us
and furthermore being responsive to the appeals made by Pope Francis, who is strengthening consultation
processes in the Church,
after praying to the Holy Spirit, in following Jesus and with the spirit of Vatican II and of the Pact of the
Catacombs in mind,
commit ourselves
(a) to work for the further renewal of our Church so that she testifies to the Spirit of Jesus and the strength
of the Gospel to meet the challenges of our time, and
(b) to contribute to the reorientation of our world especially by giving a voice to the poor and the
marginalised, so that it may become a world of peace, justice and solidarity, a world that respects our
planet as our common home, and allows every person to blossom in their individuality and deepens the
value accorded to their humanity.
1.1 PEACE AND WAR
Aware
 of the current proliferation of wars and acts of violence; a deteriorating situation in international
relations, and signs of a new cold war; rearmament, especially in nuclear arms; antagonistic
developments around religious fundamentalisms; and the conflict in the middle East in particular;
Encouraged
 by a growing consciousness of human equality, solidarity and interconnectedness,
We commit ourselves
 to condemn every act of war unequivocally
 to promote active non‐violence globally and locally in our societies ; and
 to advocate that the Catholic Church should ratify and promote internationally accepted documents
on human rights (e.g. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the European Convention on
Human Rights).
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1.2 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Aware
 of growing global inequality, and the increasing concentration of wealth in the hands of fewer and
fewer people
 of global and local economic systems and practices (including neoliberal capitalism) that are
indifferent to ethical values and human rights, impoverish large numbers of people, and degrade
and destroy the natural environment
 of positions, attitudes and practices contrary to Gospel values in many ecclesial structures,
particularly in a disregard of human rights and the spirit of poverty taught by Jesus;
Encouraged
 by the new direction Pope Francis is giving to the Church in many ways, especially in his Apostolic
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel),
We commit ourselves
 to be actively engaged in addressing socio‐economic issues in the light of the Gospel not only at
the level of individual or charitable action, but by seeking to analyse, understand and transform
oppressive and unjust structures and systems
 to promote ‘a new model of development’ clearly mentioned by Pope Francis in Laudato Si in the
light of integral human development interconnected with peace and ecological justice
 to work in solidarity with poor people at the margins of the economy
 to engage with all Christian churches and other religions to promote the aims of peace founded on
justice locally and globally, and
 to work for the transformation of our Church as a poor church, for the poor and of the poor.
1.3 ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY
Aware
 of the urgent necessity to build an environmentally sustainable global society
 of insufficient sensitivity to the social and economic reasons contributing to the environmental
crisis, and
 the fragmentation of educative and cultural initiatives in this regard;
Encouraged
 by the growing awareness of the environmental crisis among the peoples of the world, and
 a new sensibility among the Christians that we must ‘care for our common home’,
We commit ourselves
 to practice a sober, simple and responsible style of life
 to contribute spiritually, ethically and practically to the construction of a society that respects God’s
creation, and
 to participate in projects and movements that promote social and environmental sustainability.
1.4 GENDER, SEXUALITY and FAMILY
Aware
 of the demand for, and progress towards, equality of women and men, together with the continuing
prevalence of patriarchal domination of women in many societies and in many forms
 of the need to recognise the rights of LGBTQI people in secular society and in the Church
 of the marginalization of divorced and remarried people within the Church, contradicting the loving
message of the Gospel
 of the diversity of family structures in different cultures worldwide, including polygamy, single‐
parent‐headed and extended families, and the Church’s normative model of the family as a lifelong
marriage between a man and a woman with children;
Encouraged by
 growing activism and support for people who have been marginalised in their societies and in the
Church
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the increasing visibility and social acceptance of LGBTQI people, and the worldwide intercultural
networks that are being developed, and
 the work of progressive theologians and human rights activists,
We commit ourselves
 to help to make known the experiences of those whose voices often go unheard, and those whom
the Church finds hardest to hear, such as women, LGBTQI people, and divorced and remarried
people
 to share the experiences of marginalized and rejected people with fellow members of the Church,
so that they may gain in understanding and compassion
 to work for the decriminalisation of homosexuality in all countries, and for the abolition of other
forms of legal and social discrimination, and
 to press for changes in society to be reflected by changes in canon law, regarding gender, sexuality,
matrimonial and family structures, so as to be more inclusive of the people of God.
2.1 MINISTRIES AND GENDER EQUALITY
Aware
 that every person, regardless of gender, reflects God and that all baptised members of the Church
should have a voice in its governance;
Encouraged
 by growing calls for a renewed ministry for women to serve our Church and the needs of our
people,
We commit ourselves
 to develop the vision of a church constitution based on human rights and democratic values
(including wide participation in decision making, a separation of powers, and due process)
 to work towards the renewal of Church ministries, based on the Gospel teaching that all gifts and
vocations are given to us by the Spirit, and therefore that women are equally called to full
participation in ministry, and
 to call at this point in time in particular for the restoration of women to the diaconate.
2.2 BASE ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES
Aware
 of secularization processes in the modern world
 of Pope Francis’s call for all the faithful to be involved in the Church’s evangelical mission, and
 of the need to replace the model of the church presently organized as a hierarchical pyramid;
Encouraged
 by the growing numbers of lay people all over the world who are engaged in building a more
horizontal and inclusive church, and
 by the growing relationships of dialogue and friendship among Christians ecumenically and with
other religions,
We commit ourselves
 to build a church that embraces base ecclesial communities as its fundamental model for being
Church
 to focus our communities on action for justice, peace and the integrity of creation
 as Church to ask publicly for forgiveness from all who seek to be recognized as members of the
people of God but who have been marginalized or rejected and hurt by our doctrines or practices,
and
 to work actively for ecumenical and inter‐faith dialogue, collaboration and friendship.
2.3 DIALOGUE WITHIN THE CHURCH AND WITH THE WORLD
Aware
 of increasing pluralism and diversity in many contemporary societies, often accompanied by
mutual ignorance and hostility among religious and social groups;
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Encouraged
 by the spiritual resources and qualities of people of different religions and value systems
We commit ourselves
 to recognise and proclaim the equal dignity of each and every human person
 to develop educational systems that accommodate and celebrate difference and diversity
 to promote the development of an open and accessible theology,
 to initiate and develop the process of institutionalizing a structure for internal dialogue between lay
people and clergy at the levels of diocese, nation and continent, as well as in the Vatican, and
 to promote and create spaces where people of different religions, value systems and world views
can meet and work together.
2.4 CHURCH OF THE POOR
Aware
 of the frequently close and collaborative relationship of the Church with the rich and powerful in
global society, through members of the hierarchy, religious congregations, and many lay people
who are leaders in society, politics and the economy;
Encouraged
 by demands being made by people all over the world for a life of dignity and greater justice in
society and
 by the Church’s growing ‘special pastoral attention’ to indigenous peoples (IPs), refugees, migrants
and their family, women and girl children, youth and displaced people as well as to ecology
We commit ourselves
 within the Church, to actively promote Pope Francis’s call to be a poor Church for the poor
 to remember and keep alive initiatives and movements for change and renewal in the Church, as
witnessed in the Second Vatican Council and the Pact of the Catacombs, and in liberation theology
and feminist theology ‐ such memories free us from any idea that everything is as it always was and
that nothing can change; and
 to form alliances with all people of good will regardless of religion, and with popular social and
political movements, in the struggle for the liberation of all humanity and a more just global order.

Another Church for another world is possible!
Returning to our countries, we shall make known our commitments to our communities, our
associations, our parishes, so that they may lend us their support and prayers, and we shall invite them
to join us in the realisation of these commitments.

Rome, 22 November 2015
‘Council 50’ was initiated by the European Network Church on the Move (EN‐RE) and the International Movement
We Are Church (IMWAC) and benefits from the contributions, participation and support of members of the following
networks and associations: American Catholic Council, Amerindia, Asociación de Teólogos Juan XXIII, Australian
Coalition for Church Renewal, Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir, Center for Asia Peace and Solidarity (CAPS), Comunita’
Cristiane di Base Italiane/Italian Grassroot Communities, Coordination of European Base Communities, Corpus,
Ecumenical Association Third World Theologian (EATWOT), European Forum of LGBT Christian Groups, Federacion
latinoamericana para la renovacion de los ministerios, Grupo de Ação Pastoral da Diversidade ‐ Sao Paulo, Brasil (GAPD
‐LGBT Catholic Group), International federation for a renewed Catholic Ministry, Institute for Theology and Politics,
Kairós/Nós Também Somos Igreja – Brasil, Marienburgvereniging, Movimiento Fé y Politica, Brasil, Pax Romana,
Réseau des Anciens Jecistes d’Afrique, Redes Cristianas, Servicio de Articulación de las Comunidades Eclesiales de Base
de América Latina, Vision of Faithful People, Netherlands, We Are All Church, South Africa, The Wijngaards Institute for
Catholic Research, Women's Ordination Worldwide (WOW) & World Forum Theology and Liberation.
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Signatories to the COUNCIL 50 Declaration
Initial signatories, in their individual capacities, as at 8 December 2015
Asia
R Alphonso
rachaelalphonso@gmail.com
Satyashodak, a feminist collective in Mumbai

India

Allwyn D'Silva
blaseallwyn97@rediffmail.com
Secretary, Climate Change Desk, Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences

India

Paul Hwang
ca_paul2004@yahoo.co.kr
Director, Center for Asia Peace and Solidarity (Woori Theology Institute);
Chair Theological committee, Pax Romana – ICMICA; Asian Lay Leader Forum (ALL)

South Korea

Africa
Nontando Hadebe
noehadebe@gmail.com
St Augustine College, Johannesburg; We Are All Church South Africa (WAACSA)

Zimbabwe/South Africa

Douglas Irvine
dmirvine@mweb.co.za
We Are All Church, South Africa (WAACSA); IMWAC

South Africa

Germaine Lipeb
germainelipeb@yahoo.fr
Réseau des Anciens Jecistes d’Afrique (RAJA)

Cameroon

Georges Obolo
obogeor@yahoo.fr
Réseau des Anciens Jecistes d’Afrique (RAJA)

Gabon

Europe
François Becker
frbecker@orange.fr
Secretary General, European Network Church on the Move

France

Vittorio Bellavite
Noi Siamo Chiesa

Italy

vittorio.bellavite@fastwebnet.it

Miriam Duignan
m_duignan@hotmail.com
Wijngaards Institute for Catholic Research; & Women's Ordination Worldwide

United Kingdom

Michel Fressoz
fressoz@free.fr
CIME (Chrétiens Ici Maintenant Ensemble) Montpellier

France

Hursi Godefroy
Parvis (France)

h.lilygodefroy@grali.eu

France

Raymond Godefroy
Parvis G3i

raymondgodefroy@grali.eu

France

Sigrid Grabmeier
grabmeier@wir‐sind‐kirche.de
Chair, IMWAC (International Movement We are Church

Germany

Fernand Jehl
jehl‐ring‐aubure@wanadoo.fr
Groupe Jonas, Représentant le Réseau européen Eglises et Libertés
au Conseil de l’Europe

France

Marie‐Anne Jehl

France

maf.jehl@orange.fr
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Fédération des Réseaux du Parvis (France), membre du Réseau Européen
Eglises et Libertés et de IMWAC
Enric Vilà i Lanao
evilal@pangea.org
EF LGBT (European Forum of LGBT Christian Groups)

Spain

Raquel Mallavibarrena
rmallavi@ucm.es
Corriente Somos Eglesia; Redes Cristianas; EN‐RE European Network Church
on the Move

Spain

Marina Sartorio
Dialoghi, Lugano (Switzerland)

Switzerland

marina_slq@yahoo.it

Ed Schreurs
edhschreurs@gmail.com
Dutch Catholic Reform Association Mariënburg; member, European Network
Church on the Move

Netherlands

Massimiliano Tosato
massimiliano.tosato@tin.it
Coordination of European Base Communities

Italy

Christian Weisner
Wir sind kirche (We Are Church)

Germany

weisner@wir‐sind‐kirche.de

Latin America
Isabel Felix
belfelix7@gmail.com
CDD‐BR – Católicas pelo Direito de Decidir

Brazil

Socorro Martinez Maqueo
martinezmaqueosocorro@gmail.com
Servicio de Articulación de las Comunidades Eclesiales de Base
de América Latina

Mexico

Lula Ramires
lularamires@terra.com.br
GAPD – Grupo de Ação Pastoral da Diversidade, Brazil (LGBT Catholic Group)

Brazil

Daniel Seidel
danielseideldf@gmail.com
Movimento Fé e Política (Faith and Politics Movement)

Brazil

Edson G. P. O. Silva
egpos@uol.com.br
CLASP – Conselho do Laicato da Arquidiocese de São Paulo
(Sao Paulo Archdiocesan Lay Board)

Brazil

North America
Kate McElwee
Women's Ordination Worldwide

kmcelwee@womensordination.org

Jamie L. Manson
jamie.manson@gmail.com
Columnist & books editor, National Catholic Reporter

USA

USA
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