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Priest resigns mid-homily, protests Church celibacy rule

While celebrating Mass in Rio Tercero, Cordoba, Argentina, Fr. German Daveiga (38, photo), announced that
he was leaving the priesthood. While stating that he was not in love with anyone at the moment, Fr. Daveiga
explained that he preferred to "avoid difficult issues with celibacy and thus [had"> decided to step aside out of
respect for the Church, the people, my family, and myself."

Later in a radio interview with Mitre 810, the priest clarified his position, saying that “celibacy lived honestly
and faithfully sometimes leads us priests to a life of loneliness that is hard to bear." He mentioned that the
Eastern rite churches allow for married priests and suggested it was time for the Latin rite ones to reconsider
the question. “Celibacy has an added value, but that value is not achievable by everyone. Also, we are not
living under the same conditions as in other eras," he added.

In a different radio interview, Fr. Daveiga, who also served for three years as a missionary priest in Camden,
NJ, said that he will be leaving the rectory and will seek work outside the Church. He emphasized that he is
not an activist and that he had mostly good memories of his time in seminary and his eight years of service as
a priest. He said that he has received a lot of support in his decision from his family and his parishioners.
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